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Teaching Thinking Skills to Promote Smarter Education
ZHU Zhiting, XIAO Yumin, LEI Yunhe

Abstract: One of the most important instructional objectives in schooling is to develop students’ thinking
skills. Previous typical research on teaching thinking skills have revealed that the core target of teaching thinking
skills and smarter education is identical in preparing smart learners. The thinking skills what we encourage students
to obtain are the Growth Mindsets, which demonstrate the integration of convergent thinking skills and divergent
thinking skills. In smarter education, teaching students’ thinking skills will not only be necessary to transcend the
boundaries of various subjects but also be important to reflect in cross—disciplinary learning activities. Therefore, as
educators, we need to teach thinking skills in smarter education within a new landscape that starts from practicing
the concept of learner— centered teaching, break through the limitation of instructional design in one subject,
develop students’ higher order thinking skills, and enhance students’ cognitive involvement in learning. As a kind
of smart teaching method, teaching thinking skills in smarter education is a wise teaching method based on the
comprehensive analysis of learning characteristics and personality characteristics of smart learners. Schools should
create a positive learning environment for everyone s individual development. Only the instructional philosophy of
teaching thinking skills in smart classrooms shift from the “teacher—centered” to “student—centered”, it is possible
for us to make an appropriate learning environment for smart learners since they have opportunities to share their
own learning responsibilities.

Keywords: Teaching Thinking Skills; Smarter Education; Smart Learner; Students’ Thinking Models;
Instructional Strategies
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