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What is the World-Class Discipline

Zhou Guangli  Wu Jianxin
(School of Education, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: Discipline is the cells of University. The world—class discipline is the foundation of building a
world—class university, so we should clarify the connotation of a world—class discipline to build a world—class
university. In this paper, we constructed the AHP map of concept of discipline by the word frequency analysis,
and defined the connotation and denotation of the discipline. Studies have shown that discipline is not only a
system of ordered knowledge, but also the social construction of discipline academic institution. In the university
organization, the discipline mainly shows five aspects, such as research platform, teaching subjects, academic
team, disciplinary system, and disciplinary culture. On the basis of the clear “discipline” concept, we launched
two dimensions of disciplines legitimacy: the inherent legitimacy and external legitimacy. Based on two
dimensions of legitimacy, we summarize four standards of the world—class disciplines: first—class academic team,
first—class research, first—class student quality, first—class academic reputation, and first—class social contribution.
China must adhere to the principles of international subjectivity, and combine social needs and demand logic
together to build the world—class discipline.

Key words: discipline; academic institution; world —class disciplines; knowledge systems; world —class

discipline; world—class university



